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Grace Presbyterian Church               February 14, 2021 

Psalm 39, 1 Corinthians 13, John 20: 24-29    

"Searching and Finding: Hope (and Love)” 

Pastor Jonathan 
 

On this day culturally dedicated to love, February 14th, we all know it is 

possible to have a stadium full of people cheering you on, telling you that 

they love you, but you still don’t feel loved. Albert Ellis (1913-2007), a 

psychologist who founded the Rational Emotive Therapy school, teaches us 

that it is not so much the events in life that transform us, but how we 

interpret them. For example, in the Summer, two men wake up in the 

morning in their respective homes and see that it is raining. They live in the 

same neighborhood. They experience the same weather. But one curses it, 

and other feels exceptionally blessed by it. It is the same weather event. One 

is a golfer whose day is ruined. The other is a farmer whose field is 

flourishing now, whereas before it was dry and possibly could have failed.  

 

All of us have very different upbringings; we have experienced love in many 

ways. Some of us find it harder to receive love than others. It’s not that it’s 

not there. And if it is hard to receive love, just imagine the other end, on 

giving love and not having it received. I’m sure you have tried to love 

someone, and that did not work out for you. In fact, just imagine God 

seeking to love the world so much that He sends His Son, who is rejected 

and tortured to death, while seeking so desperately to love those who find it 

so difficult to receive His love. Now, even in this historic rejection, Jesus 

continues to love us. He knows us. There is hope in Jesus, because of His 

resurrection. In fact, his resurrection changes our whole perspective on our 

future, on ourselves, and on our being loved by God profoundly. 

 

I wanted to talk about that hope and I hope you will deeply sense the love of 

God in that hope. David the Psalmist often sings worship songs to get 

perspective on his life. In Psalm 39, he sings about how short life is. He 

sings about what he longs for in this life. What does he look for? His hope is 

in God. Many things in this life are so broken and so wrong. We hurt in 

many ways, physically and emotionally. I wish it were not so. But it is. 

David gets his perspective on life from God. He simply and vulnerably 

shares his emotional state before God, sings out his physical and emotional 

vulnerability before God. You and I would do well to do the same. There is 

healing in sharing our joys and sorrows with the Lord. In the end, trusting 

Him is the best choice. 
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I’ve been delighted to offer these five sermons I call “Searching and 

Finding” based on Pastor Tim Keller’s time with Oxford students five years 

ago, which can you find on YouTube. It’s important in this season to 

remember that Christianity can bring you a meaning in life that suffering 

can’t take away, a meaning that is abiding. It lasts. It can give you a received 

identity, better than any other because it is based on Jesus’ view of you, not 

your performance. It brings a unique freedom. You might be humble and 

kind, but not confident; or, you might be confident and self-righteous and 

condescending. Whatever your personal challenges, there is no 

condemnation in Christ: He brings you both a humble, true self-evaluation in 

relationship to Him and a confidence in Christ working in and through you. 

This relationship to Jesus brings satisfaction and meaning. It gives you a 

future hope. 

 

I just read John 20: 24-29. It is the very famous passage about how Thomas, 

Jesus’ disciple, responds to claims about the resurrection of Jesus. Thomas 

was not with the disciples when Jesus came into the Upper Room and 

revealed himself to the ten (Judas was gone, Thomas was not there.) Thomas 

was quite clear about what would be needed to convince him about Jesus’ 

resurrection. “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, or touch the scars 

where the spear went in his side, I will not believe.” A week later, Thomas 

was there, and Jesus came through the locked door. He tells him, “Peace be 

with you. Touch my scars and wounds, stop doubting and believe.” Then 

Jesus also says, “Blessed are those that have not seen yet believe.” That’s 

you and I. That’s Jesus offer to us today. He offers us hope, hope that will 

transform us. 

 

I would like to share three aspects of hope: the necessity of future hope, the 

nature of future hope and the hope Jesus gives us. First: the necessity of 

future hope. We are unavoidably hope-based creatures. Imagine you get 

two men, equal in every way men, same class, same education, same culture, 

and the same health condition. You put them to work: putting wodgets in 

widgets. Only one difference: At the end of the work project, the one man is 

paid ten thousand dollars for the year’s work. The second man will get paid 

ten million dollars for the year’s work. You listen to them talk about their 

work. The first one finds it tedious, boring and terrible work. The second 

man finds all kinds of details that he loves about the job. The second man 

actually enjoys the work while the first one hates it. What they believe about 

their future reward completely controls their present. What we believe about 
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our future absolutely conditions our present experience. This is not only true 

about individuals but also has ramifications for entire cultures. 

 

A Harvard educated professor at Columbia Unviersity, Andrew Delbanco, 

wrote the book The Real American Dream: A Meditation on Hope (1999). 

He notes in that book that at the heart of any culture is its hope. Hope is the 

way we overcome the lurking suspicion that all of our getting and spending 

is just fidgeting, waiting for death. We must keep at bay the dim back of the 

mind suspicion that we are just adrift in a meaningless world. Why? Our 

future determines the present. 

 

For the Christian, the future is tied up with this: The fact of the resurrection. 

I use the word “fact” carefully. Remember Thomas in this text we just read, 

“I’m not going to believe until He appears in the room, and I can put my 

hands into his side and feet…” where He had been wounded, the nails and 

spikes having been there. Jesus appears and says, “Here Thomas you can 

touch me…and…blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” That 

was an encounter with Thomas that changed his life, but it also can change 

yours: You can have this certainty of the resurrection. Thomas was one of 

the Twelve. Thomas didn’t need to meet the physical Christ to be a believer, 

but he did need that to be one of the twelve apostles. He needed to actually 

see Jesus risen from the dead. The core of the Gospel: is not Jesus’ ethical 

teaching, e.g. turn the other cheek, love your enemies… The core was not: 

Live a good life. The message of Jesus Christ changed so many lives within 

200 years of the resurrection event to the extent that classical Roman culture 

was replaced by Christianity. That’s astounding. You have to ask yourself 

how that would be possible without the literal, historical resurrection of 

Jesus. The masses became Christian. The downtrodden went voluntarily into 

Christianity. What would change their lives? And two thousand years later, 

they still are becoming Christians.  

 

What did they receive from their newfound faith? Was it that they finally 

had gotten something to conquer their despair or their current suffering? 

Was it that they got someone/something to heal their hearts immediately? 

No. They received a message of hope.  

 

It is not a message of what we can do, but rather what Jesus has done for us. 

He died and rose. He rose from the dead and destroyed death. So now, no 

matter what success or failure I make in this life, the resurrection assures me 

of something better later. Liberal theologians and Christians use the 
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resurrection as a symbol. For them, Jesus’ resurrection wasn’t an historical 

event. It was just a story told, like: in the darkest times, there is hope. No. 

That is not true. The resurrection is a fact can change your life. If the 

resurrection is true, then the divine life comes through a crack in the wall of 

existence, made by Jesus punching it. Middle class folks might get excited 

about philosophies, but what the masses of the world experience every day is 

the darkness of this world. They need and we need an intervention that 

promises us more than this life and all that happens here. 

 

The famous atheist from Oxford University, Richard Dawkins, says you 

shouldn’t believe anything you can’t prove. While it is not possible to use a 

scientific method for asserting an historical event in history, it is possible to 

assert a historical event as a fact, based on the best accounts made known to 

us. Yes, there are historical facts. How do you account for the birth of the 

Christian church? We know from the letters of Paul, distributed a decade and 

a half after Paul’s life, people were worshipping Jesus as God. The Jews 

would not allow that. A human being who is God was impossible. And yet 

thousands of Jews chose to accept Jesus as God. Hundreds of people saw 

Jesus raised from the dead. Thousands and ten thousands believed. Why? 

Because he was truly raised. 

 

Early eyewitness accounts of Jesus all noted him raised from the dead. In 

ancient literature, women’s testimony was unreliable. So if you are making 

up an account, you would never put women as the first witnesses, as all the 

Gospels assert. Give me an explanation why they are the first ones recorded 

to have seen Jesus, if it is not true. There is a lot of evidence to show He 

actually rose from the dead. His teaching is backed up by what He did. 

That’s what made Jesus unique in history. 

 

Jesus says: I am God who has come to save you. I have come to do what 

saves you. I’m not telling you what you must do. I’m telling you what I have 

done. I’ve taken your penalty. I’ve made a way for you to know God. I am 

giving you life, and life beyond this life, life eternal, which is a glorious 

future. Accept this life 

 

I’d like to talk to you about why the Christian future hope is unique. Three 

points: Christian hope is personal, certain and wonderful.  

1) Personal. Thomas recognizes Jesus when he sees him. Most of the 

others who encounter Jesus don’t recognize him at first, but later they 

do. We continue after death. Many religions say life continues after 
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death: our bodies nourish the soil, that nourishes the food, that is eaten 

and so it continues. We are still here in the circle of life, like in the 

Lion King. Eastern religions say the same sort of thing. You continue 

on in an impersonal way: a part of the circle of life, reincarnating into 

different persons/animals/insects. But if our future is non-existence or 

impersonal existence, then there is nothing to look forward to. What 

we most want in life is love. The most important thing in life is that 

love without parting. There has to be persons, individual persons 

continuing as individual persons. In the American novelist, John 

Updike’s (1932-2009) memoir, entitled Self-consciousness, he speaks 

as a Christian, in the last chapter of the book, “On being a self 

forever.” Not just being a part of the ground, or the stars. It is you. 

And someone will recognize you as you: “I knew you could be like 

this. And now here you are.” That is the hope of your heart. It is a 

personal future, not just that the physical chemicals in your body are 

nutrition for someone or something else, and not someone or 

something else.  It is you. 

2) Certain. How can this future hope be of current value if you are not 

sure if you will make it there? How do I know I am going to heaven, a 

citizen of the New Jerusalem, a member of the new earth? The 

resurrection of Jesus Christ is the way for you to be certain. Let’s go 

back to breaking the law. If you create a crime and you go to jail for 

five years for that crime. You pay for the crime with that time in jail. 

What are the wages of that sin: death. In the US (and I’m sure as 

well), there is a considerable amount of loss due to shoplifting. Many 

large stores have plainclothes security guards. These security guards 

have the right to ask me as a shopper who has a bag in my hand if I 

have a receipt to prove I bought this item. The resurrection of Jesus is 

the receipt that my sin has been paid in full. If he was raised from the 

dead, then you will be too, if you believe it. Hang on to your receipt. 

3) Wonderful. Yes, other religions offer an afterlife. Christianity brings 

a personal afterlife. We need love. Resurrection comes not only with 

my spirit but also with my body. He will give us a new heaven and a 

new earth. The famous 19th century poet Edgar Allan Poe wrote a 

poem called the Raven. This black bird is constantly saying, “Never 

more.” Whether the poem is simply about the death of one beautiful 

woman or something more, Poe is getting across the irretrievability of 

life. Life will not offer you something twice. People you lose will not 

come back. Perhaps you have a cottage or a house in your past that no 

longer exists. It is gone. Period. But the resurrection says NO to 



Grace Presbyterian Church, Orleans, ON; Dr. J. Dent, pastor; February 14, 2021 
 

6 

“nevermore.” You are not going to just get a consolation for the life 

you lost, you are going to get the restoration of a life you lost. You 

will get the body back that you never had, but you wished you had. In 

that great article, by JRR Tolkien, “On Fairy Stories,” (1939 from the 

University of St. Andrew’s, Scotland) Tolkien argues with his literary 

friends and students that people will always spend so much more 

money on fairy tales than on non-fiction subjects. They want to hear 

of things such as magic, sorceries, dwarves, elves, and hobbits 

because that’s what people want to imbibe. Why? 

Here are five things that human beings long for: 

a) To be able to step outside time, your ordinary life,  

b) to escape death,  

c) to love without parting,  

d) to be able to communicate with those who are not human 

beings, and  

e) to have good triumph over evil.  

These things get to us. They bring us joy. Why? Because this is the way the 

world ought to be. Tolkien says realistic fiction will never scratch that itch. 

We want these things. We long for them. Christians know this as a memory 

trace. God has put this in us: “eternity in our hearts.” (Ecclesiastes 3:11) 

 

If the resurrection of Jesus is a fact, those five things aren’t fairy tales. The 

resurrection of Jesus Christ makes those five things happen. The human 

heart desperately wants this. Even if you are not sure, but want to research 

this more deeply, please do. Don’t neglect the most important questions in 

this life.  

 

Now we see in a glass darkly. Mirrors were not as good as they are today. 

They only partially captured your image darkly in a polished metal surface. 

That’s walking by faith, not by sight. Our hearts are still allergic to God. 

Why don’t we let the resurrection sweeten our life more than we do? 

 

The resurrection not only is astounding. It is also an evidence that is true. 

Take the time to get the evidence. It is not an illusion. 

 

How do you put your faith in Jesus Christ?  

Repent and believe in Jesus, in the Gospel. 

Without repentance, it is just intellectual. Repent: turn away. Believe: turn 

to. 
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Repent: Is there anything that your conscience bothers you about? What am 

I trusting in? What am I trusting in to save me? What am I hoping in? What 

is my real meaning in life? That’s what you have to turn away from: self-

reliance, self-dependence.  

 

You’ve got faith. Everyone does. You may be putting it in other things. Take 

it away from those things and put it in Jesus. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Because of what you, Jesus, did, accept me because of what You did.  

Father, accept me because of what Jesus has done. I turn away from other 

things and choose you Jesus. I receive your life, love and truth; now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


